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DID YOU KNOW?

According to the 2012 International
Management Development Institute
(IMD), a Switzerland-based annual
world competitiveness ranking publication, South Korea ranked fifth for
th
science competitiveness and 14 for
technology competitiveness among 59
countries surveyed.
Korea, being ranked just after US, Japan, Germany, and Israel, was
recognized as the fifth most competitive nation in terms of science in 2011
and 2012. However, the general research environment in Korea improved,
as the ratio of corporate R&D to GDP (gross domestic product) was ranked
second place. Additionally, the South Korean government recently
announced that it will be investing 1.68 trillion won ($1.44 billion) in
biomedical engineering research, 95.9 billion won in stem cell research,
and 75.9 billion won in brain sciences.
th

For technological competitiveness, Korea was ranked 14 . However,
Korea showed tremendous growth in telecommunications and was ranked
fourth for the number of wire telephone circuits per 1,000 people, a great
change compared to ninth in 2011.
Overall, Korea was placed in the top 10 for six categories, but was ranked
48th in supply of highly-skilled engineers, 37th in intercompany cooperation
in technology, and 37th in legal framework favorable to development and

The 2012 EXPO is being held in
Yeosu, Korea which is located 455
kilometers south of Seoul in South
Jeolla Province. The first Parisbased Bureau of International
Exhibitions approved event hosted
in Korea since the 1993 Daejeon
EXPO will be run until August 12,
2012 with the theme “Living
Ocean and Coast”. Officials are
expecting about 8 million visitors
during the three months.
Yeosu EXPO’S Big 4

The Big-O

The Aquarium

The Sky Tower

Expo Digital Gallery

In line with the Free Trade Agreement between S. Korea and the United States, the Korean Intellectual
Property Office will implement new policies to reduce the number of stored marks not intended for actual
use. This is the result of applicants registering unused trademarks, ultimately limiting the scope of
trademark selection and delaying the examination process due to the expanded trademark database.
A Trademark examiner may require an applicant to submit certified documents to prove a trademark is being
prepared for use or is already in use. Possible situations include when:
●
An applicant is legally limited from performing a certain service business
●
An applicant has over five designated goods or service business for each class
●
An individual has designated a service business requiring large capital or facilities
Acceptable certified documents to show proof of use may include: business license; printed materials
(newspapers, magazines, catalogues); photo of product/goods or store; transaction documents (order slip,
invoices, receipts, etc); Certificate of public institution; statements from business partners, customers,
consumers, etc; internet and newspaper articles.
In addition, the cost of registering a new trademark, or renewing, with designated goods or services exceeding
20 for each class, there will be an additional fee of KRW 2,000 per good or service added to the basic fee of KRW
56,000.

